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EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None

EXPECTED 2026-2027 RULEMAKING ACTIVITY – AMENDED OCTOBER 13, 2026

CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: Chapter 305, Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Traffic Movement Permits.
STATUTORY BASIS: 23 M.R.S. §52 and 23 M.R.S. §704-A.
[bookmark: _Hlk171932178]PURPOSE: To amend existing Chapter 305 to change certain requirements dealing with the permitting process, delegated review process, traffic studies, roadway design, lighting, multimodal facility requirements, and mitigation.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Spring 2027.
AFFECTED PARTIES: MEREDA, BUILD ME, Maine Institute of Transportation Engineers, consulting engineers, and municipalities.
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A.
CONTACT PERSON: Same as Agency contact above.


CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: Chapter 302, Rules Regulating the Use of Picnic and Rest Areas.
STATUTORY BASIS: 23 M.R.S. §52; 10 MRSA §1500-LL.
PURPOSE: To amend existing Chapter 302 to change its title to “Rules for Use of Traveler Facilities” to reflect an amended broader scope of Chapter 302 to add Department of Transportation Park and Ride lots and other Department parking facilities, including Maine State Ferry Service parking lots, and include provisions on use, hours of operation, posting of any applicable parking regulations, and provisions for parking fees.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Spring 2027.
AFFECTED PARTIES: Users of Department of Transportation picnic and rest areas and parking facilities.
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A
CONTACT PERSON: Same as Agency contact above. 


CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: New proposed rule, Establishment of Speed Limits in Work Zones.
STATUTORY BASIS: 23 M.R.S. §52 and 29-A M.R.S. §2075 subsection 2-A.
PURPOSE: To establish criteria for temporarily reducing the posted speed limit on a section of a public way where a municipal or utility construction project is located when construction workers are present.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Spring 2027.
AFFECTED PARTIES: Any municipality or utility with a construction project on a public way and construction workers involved in that project; traveling public. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A.
CONTACT PERSON: Same as Agency contact above.


CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: New proposed rule, Rules Governing Corrosion Mitigation Methods for Steel Bridges.
STATUTORY BASIS: 23 M.R.S. §52 and 23 M.R.S. §357.
PURPOSE: To establish rules governing corrosion mitigation methods for steel bridges wholly under the control of the State.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Spring – Summer 2027. 
AFFECTED PARTIES: Traveling public; bridge paint consultants and contractors. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A.


CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: New proposed rule, Rule Concerning the Decision-making Authority of the Chief Engineer.
STATUTORY BASIS: 23 M.R.S. §52 and 23 M.R.S. §201.
PURPOSE: To establish a rule to ensure that the engineering expertise and judgment of the Department’s Chief Engineer govern decisions concerning the design, construction, maintenance, and use of the Department’s transportation infrastructure to safeguard public safety.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026. 
AFFECTED PARTIES: Traveling public. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A.


CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: New proposed rule, Rule Governing the Award of a Death Benefit to Eligible Family Members of Department of Transportation Employees Who Die While Performing Official Duties.
STATUTORY BASIS: 25 M.R.S. §1612.
PURPOSE: To establish a rule to set out procedures that govern the award of a death benefit to certain family members of Department of Transportation employees who die while performing official duties as provided in 25 M.R.S. §§1611 and 1612.
SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: Fall 2026. 
AFFECTED PARTIES: Department of Transportation employees and their eligible family members. 
CONSENSUS-BASED RULE DEVELOPMENT: N/A.

